Revision Techniques.
"THE BEST WAY TO FEEL TRULY CONFIDENT
AND HELP BEAT THAT STOMACH-CHURNING
EXAM ANGST IS TO PREPARE FOR EACH EXAM IN
ADVANCE, MAKING SURE YOU HAVE A DEDICATED
STRUCTURE FOR YOUR REVISION SCHEDULE."

This presentation is all about suggesting different
techniques that can help with revision.

Ask your teachers for help with any aspect of your
learning & revision.

The next 20+ slides are all about revision
techniques that are tried and tested.

Spaced Learning
• Learning activity –10 minutes. Make the
learning ACTIVE
• Then BREAK for 10 minutes
• Repeat learning activity – exactly same
input
• BREAK for 10 minutes
• Repeat learning activity – exactly same
input
• Now test your learning by attempting exam
question.

Learning out loud
1. Make revision notes or use a
revision guide. A4 one page long.
2. Read through it x 2
3. Read it out aloud x 3
4. Read it out without looking at it
– test yourself

Mindmaps

Mindmaps- the rules!!

Draw Pictures
Pictures- help you to retain
information- supposed to be 6x
more effective than just words.
If the picture is exaggerated or
absurd that actually helps.

Mindmaps- the rules!!

Create your ownThis is essential for your
understanding- by creating your own
you have to think through the
information- breaking down the
information, categorising information
and making links.
Use paper- A3- pens, pencils and
colours.

Ways of recording information
•Photographs
The camera on your phone may help you
revise.
Think creatively – how can the photograph
help you remember the
concept/quote/process?
Save it and set as a screensaver!

Ways of recording information

•Sound Clips

Most phones have the ability to
record sound.
What short piece of information do
you always struggle to recall? Read it
from your notes, save it and set it as a
ringtone!
Record yourself reading notes from
the revision guide. Play it back to
yourself as you fall asleep.

Ways of recording information

•Video Clips

Most phones have the ability to make short
films
A film can be a powerful way of remembering
information…….

The ‘journey’ method of
remembering.
Pick a journey you know very well e.g. walking to school.

Choose a list or sequence you need to remember.

Relate each item or stage to a part of the journey.

When you need to remember in the exam go through the journey in your
head.

‘journey’

e.g. Coastal erosion

Hydraulic action is the post box at the end of the
street
Abrasion is the newsagents
Attrition is the zebra crossing
Solution is the lamppost where I meet my friend
Always choose a journey you know very well.

Condensing text

Leave it a
day or two
Leave it a
day or two

Keep condensing
your notes from
A4 to
postcards to
Post it notes.

100 WORDS
Liverpool became the fourth English side to reach the
Champions League quarter-finals with victory against Inter
Milan at the San Siro. Fernando Torres scored brilliantly on
the turn after 64 minutes to give Liverpool a comfortable
aggregate win. Inter, who had Nicolas Burdisso sent off for a
foul on Lucas Leiva after 50 minutes, wasted several
chances. With Manchester United, Chelsea and Arsenal
already in the last eight, it is the first time any country has
dominated the Champions League in such a fashion. And,
despite a shaky start to their campaign in the group phase,
Liverpool remain on course for a third final in four seasons.

25 Words
Liverpool beat Inter Milan. They have qualified for quarterfinals. England are dominating the competition - three other
English sides are in the quarter finals.

5 words
Liverpool win, so in quarter-finals.

Flow Diagram
A boy (Romeo) and a girl (Juliet) fall in love. But they come from families
which hate each other, and know they will not be allowed to marry. They
are so much in love they marry in secret instead. However, before their
wedding night Romeo kills Juliet's cousin in a duel, and in the morning he is
forced to leave her. If he ever returns to the city, he will be put to death.
Juliet is then told she must marry Paris, who has been chosen by her
parents, who do not know she is already married. She refuses - then agrees
because she plans to fake her death and escape to be with Romeo.
She takes a sleeping potion and appears to be dead, so her parents lay her
in a tomb. However, Romeo does not know about the plan, visits her grave,
finds her 'dead', and kills himself. Juliet finally wakes up, finds Romeo dead,
and then kills herself.

From this to ……….

Romeo

…this
Fall in love

Juliet

Get married?

Romeo fights
and kills Juliet’s
cousin.

Romeo is
banned from the
city

Juliet wakes,
sees Romeo
dead and kills
herself

Juliet forced to
marry Paris
Romeo sees her,
thinks she is
dead so kills
himself

Upset she fakes
death so can
escape

Romeo
Fall in love
Juliet

Get married?

Romeo fights
and kills Juliet’s
cousin.

Romeo is
banned from the
city

Juliet wakes,
sees Romeo
dead and kills
herself

Juliet forced to
marry Paris
Romeo sees her,
thinks she is
dead so kills
himself

Upset she fakes
death so can
escape

Mnemonics
are memory
devices that
help recall
larger pieces
of information.

Easy and effective, you take the first letter of each item in a list and arrange to
form a memorable word
Romeo

R = Romantic
O= Order vs Chaos
M = Mercutio

E= Exile
O = Old vs Young

You can also take first letter of each item in a list and
arrange to form a memorable phrase:
Richard Of York Gave Battle In Vain helps remember the
seven colours visible within the spectrum of light

(Red, Orange, Yellow, Green, Blue, Indigo, Violet)

Or maybe the most fun and creative mnemonic is to turn your revision
into a song or rap.

Write down all the content you need, and put the words to a familiar
tune and off you go!

The Power of the Highlighter!
If you buy only one pen……(as long as you already have a black biro)

Highlight key words.
In a page of text choose the 10 most
important sentences to highlight.
Make sure you don’t highlight everything!

Key Word Cards

Make cards of key words/characters/dates/processes.
Write the word on one card
Write the definition/explanation on another identical card
Photosynthesis

Plant uses light energy
to create carbohydrate

Make a whole pack of cards for each subject.
Carry around and look through them e.g. on a bus, waiting for an
appointment
Turn them upside down, spread them out and play the pairs game
with them
Get an adult to test you..

Word
Clouds
Make a list of words/places/dates/people you need to

remember.
Cut and paste them into a word cloud generator e.g.
Wordle www.wordle.net/
If you want a word to stand out put it in your list more
than once. The more times, the more it stands out. Try
different shapes.
Print it out and stick it somewhere you’ll see it – fridge
door.

Linear notes on paper:
• Reduce what is in your folder/exercise
book/textbook;
• Read through what you need to summarise
before you actually summarise it;
• Use headings and subheadings
• Keep notes brief;
• Write everything in a way that you understand;
• Do not copy huge chunks out;
• Add detail
• Underline key words; highlight; write in
different coloured pens;
• Use bullet points, arrows or numbers to keep it
clear and organised;
• Leave spaces to add points;
• Use arrows or dotted lines to link points.
Mind maps or spider diagrams:
• Key question, exam question or a
key topic in the centre;
• Subtopics or subheadings;
• Add key pieces of information;
• Develop some of your points;
• Add symbols or images;
• Use different coloured pens or
highlight different points;
• Use different sized pieces of
paper.

Revision cards:
• A5 or A6;
• Key questions, headings or subheadings on each one and key
information;
• Lots of cards with different information, answering one question;
• Move them around or stick them down on larger pieces or paper or
around your room with blue tack.

Post it notes:
 Definitions;
 Bullet point the answer
to key questions;
 Different post it notes,
each containing different
parts of an answer to
one question;
 Can be moved around,
linked or prioritised.

Drawing memory anchors or picture based notes:
 Combination of key words, numbers and
pictures;
 Create a key;
 Use a combination of notes and pictures.

Flow charts or timelines:
 Large pieces of paper (rolls of
wall paper or pieces stuck
together);
 Key dates, ideas, processes or
stages;
 Add the information as you go
along;
 Use different coloured pens or
highlighters;
 Add images or diagrams.

Plenty of exam papers and questions:
 Revise a topic and attempt an exam
paper;
 Use the questions as headings and
subheadings for revision notes,
mind maps and cards;
 Get your head round the skills
needed for each question;
 Recognise the question types;
 Apply formulas you have learnt
(especially for science and maths);
 Make a note of the question you
have no idea about.

Other techniques:
 Songs; poems or raps!
 Mnemonics (devices to help you
remember numbers and words);
 Quizzes;
 Question and answers;
 Read, cover, up, say, write, check;
 Role play;
 Teach somebody else;
 Read, summarise (write), record
(speak) on recording devise and
play back (listen).
 Colour code text picking out
different points each time;
 Create Venn diagrams or diamond 9
shapes.

Other resources:
• If you have worked throughout the
course of your GCSEs your
folder/exercise book and any
textbook your teacher recommends
should be more than enough to
revise and get top marks. You can
however also use additional
resources:
• Getrevising.co.uk (you can make
flashcards and revision notes and it
tests you interactively);
• U2learn.com (gives you links to all
the key subject based websites that
have handy revision material, like
GCSE bite size).



If you have not already worked this out, you are doing all of this for
you!



Set yourself a target and go for it.



Success in exams is not the be all and end all in life BUT IT DOES
HELP!



Exams do mean grades and good grades mean a better chance of a
good job or further and higher education, a career and
opportunities.



Do not throw opportunities away because you are too lazy or
impatient for the summer to begin.



GCSEs are not impossible; they are designed for most people to do
well in.



Teachers want to help …just ask

